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Programs Initiated/Supported by the Hawai‘i America250 Commission 
 

 

The Hawai‘i America250 Commission works to help people be aware of, interested in, and 

participating in the 250th anniversary programs on the founding of the United States. 
 

• 2025-2026 – Living the Aloha Spirit – (#LivingTheAloha Spirit) 

o This is a nationwide program initiated and sponsored by the Hawai‘i America250 Commission. 

o 250 years ago, the signers of the Declaration of Independence taught us vital lessons of personal 

responsibility, service, and sacrifice, with their mutual “pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor” to protect the “unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”. 

o As we contemplate and plan for the next 250 years, especially in a time of increasing polarization, 

we individually and collectively have the responsibility of working together to realize the 

aspirations that the framers committed to in the Charters of Freedom (Declaration of Independence, 

Constitution of the United States, and Bill of Rights). 

o We are asking others to join us by including the “Aloha Spirit” 

in how we move forward, wherever you live.  

o As we look to the future and commit ourselves to making wherever we are a better place, we can 

learn from, reflect upon, and take actions in our community following the core principles of the 

Aloha Spirit: kindness, expressed with tenderness; unity, expressed with harmony; agreeable, 

expressed with pleasantness; humility, expressed with modesty; and patience, expressed with 

perseverance. (The Aloha Spirit is in Hawai‘i State Law, §5-7.5 Hawai‘i Revised Statutes.) 

o “Spread a little Aloha around the World.” (Mana’o Company) If we act with courtesy and caring 

(core to the Aloha Spirit), Hawai‘i, America, and the World will be strengthened. 
 

• 2025-2026 – Flying the Flag - in Color Guard Presentations and on Flag Poles (#FlyingTheFlag) 

o This is a nationwide program initiated and sponsored by the Hawai‘i America250 Commission. 

o This program encourages ROTC, JROTC, and other Color and Honor Guard units across the 

country to include the America250 flag alongside the US 

flag, to symbolize and acknowledge the ongoing 

commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the Declaration 

of Independence and the US.  

o The Commission arranged for availability of America250 

flags for participating ROTC (colleges and universities) and 

JROTC (high schools) Color/Honor Guard units to have the 

America250 flags included at Color/Honor Guard 

presentations (at sporting events, school programs, parades, 

etc; this includes departmental units (i.e. Police, Fire, etc), as well as flying on flag poles). 

     Link to Order Your Flags: https://www.usflags.com/products/america-250-flag-double-sided  
 

• 2025-2026 - Moments That Made US 

o This is a nationwide program initiated by several of the Western States and supported by the 

Hawai‘i America250 Commission. 

o Moments That Made US is a free, customizable, print-on-demand exhibition exploring the ideals 

at the heart of the Declaration of Independence through moments in our history that have defined 

their meaning. It does so in a user-friendly format that organizations can adapt and make their own. 

o The panels may be printed as posters, foam-core panels, or vinyl banners (in whatever size/scale 

one needs), or they can be used digitally. 

o All materials will be free to download, so the only cost is printing and mounting in your space, 

making it ideal for museums, libraries, schools, community spaces and anyone looking for a 

meaningful and affordable way to participate in America’s 250th. Moments That Made US 

exhibition will be available for installation beginning in early 2026. 

https://www.usflags.com/products/america-250-flag-double-sided
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• October 7, 2025, 5 pm, Tues Ironman Triathlon World Championship Parade of Nations (Kona) 

o 5 pm - Marriott King Kamehameha’s Kona Beach Resort (KBR) and proceed along Aliʻi Drive to 

Hale Hālāwai - Athletes from around the world come together - representing their countries with 

pride, walking behind their flags. The Kealakehe High School JROTC Color Guard will lead the 

procession and include the America250 flag in their detail. 
 

• October 11, 2025, Saturday – Waimea Fall Festival (Hawai‘i Island) 

o This annual festival features games, food, military static displays, and plenty of family-friendly 

fun. The Signers of the Declaration of Independence video loop will be shown on a monitor. 
 

• October 13, 2025, Monday - 250th Anniversary of the Formation of Navy (October 13, 1775) 

o The Hawai‘i America250 Commission has worked with the Mayors across the Islands, and 

each will present a Proclamation commemorating the Navy’s 250th anniversary. 
 

• October 16 or 17, 2025, Thu or Fri – Sojourn 250 at the Pearl Harbor and Punchbowl 

o Sojourn 250 is a global traveling flag campaign to honor our 

nation’s most prized symbol, our Flag, and all of our men and 

women including those who have given their lives in service to the 

ideals The Flag represents. The Flag will fly over all 26 overseas 

US military cemeteries, then across the US. 

o The Sojourn 250 flag is expected to be raised at the Pearl Harbor 

National Memorial and the National Memorial Cemetery of the 

Pacific (on either October 16 or 17) in a series of flag raising ceremonies. 
 

• November 10, 2025, Mon - 250th Anniversary of the Formation of Marine Corps (Nov 10, 1775) 

o The Hawai‘i America250 Commission has worked with the Mayors across the Islands, and 

each will present a Proclamation commemorating the Marine Corps’ 250th anniversary. 
 

• December 12, 2025, 1 pm, Friday - Death of Captain John Kendrick (December 12, 1794) 

o 1 pm - The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) are hosting an anniversary 

commemoration event recognizing American Revolutionary War Patriot Captain John Kendrick 

(who died in Honolulu on December 12, 1794) at the Kendrick historical marker at Walker Park 

(at the foot of Fort Street– mauka of Aloha Tower). 
 

• April 2026 (Dates TBD), Sat and Sun - Hawaiian Scottish Festival and Highland Games 

o Typically, 9 am – 4 pm, Sat and Sun, 

 Sponsored by the Hawaiian Scottish Association 
 

• Spring 2026 (Date TBD) - A Conversation on Hawaiʻi in America and the World 

o The Hawai‘i America250 Commission is partnering with the young adults of the Youth250 Bureau 

and Made by Us (aged 18 to 30) to bring civics and history to dorm 

rooms, dinner tables, and devices, in a co-generational virtual event that 

will address the question: “What can we, as people from Hawaiʻi, do to 

better our society, our country, and the world?” 

o Through a national Zoom gathering, there will be a brief panel presentation that will discuss what 

role Hawaiʻi has historically played in America and in the world.  

o Then, in the main portion of the event, attendees will break into small groups 

to ‘talk story’ (have a conversation) amongst themselves and listen to each 

other share how they think Hawaiʻi should participate in the next 250 years of 

American history and what they can do to support that vision. 

o Just as the founders took responsibility for and committed themselves to 

service and sacrifice in defending and upholding their vision for the future, 

we hope to empower participants to imagine and take action to forge visions/actions of their own 

for the next 250 years. 
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• July 4, 2026, Sat, (based on 2 pm (EDT)) National Bell Festival-Ringing from Sea to Shining Sea 

o The National Bell Festival invites bells and bell towers across America to ring out together at 2 

pm (EDT) on July 4, 2026, creating a canopy of sound over our nation. 

o The National Bell Festival has established the U.S. Semiquincentennial 

Committee to plan the bell ringing contribution to our nation’s 250th 

birthday. As in celebrations past, like the centennial of 1876 and the 

bicentennial of 1976, bells will feature prominently in community 

celebrations and national moments of commemoration. 

o Reminiscent of the program initiated across the country for the nation’s 

Bicentennial, Hawai‘i is calling others to ring bells (replica Liberty 

Bell on the State Capitol grounds, Church bells, community bells, hand 

bells, cow bells, etc). 
 

• July 4, 2026, Saturday - Parades and Events across the Islands Commemorating the 250th 

Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence 

o The Hawai‘i America250 

Commission, Committees, and 

Commission and Committee members 

will seek participation/ inclusion of 

Hawai‘i America250 representatives, 

banners, flags, and references in parade 

announcements in 4th of July (2026) 

parades across the islands. 
 

• July 4, 2026, Saturday – Light to Unite – evening of July 4, 2026 

o The National Flag Foundation is planning a national event asking all cities 

in America to light up red, white, and blue the evening of July 4, 2026 as 

a national evening of unity to celebrate our nation's 250th  Birthday. In 

Hawai‘i, the initial focus is on State and County government buildings. 
 

• July 5, 2026, Sunday - America’s Potluck 

o This is a nationwide program in which Hawai‘i is participating. 

o America's Potluck is an opportunity for neighbors to join with one another to share a fun, 

communal meal, creating a sense of connection and belonging and 

fostering interactions among people from all walks of life. 

o 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence, the document that tied our nation 

together. The tradition of Sunday dinner invites us to slow down, 

serve others, and connect with one another. Through dialogue and 

a shared meal, we can promote our common bonds and honor the freedoms we enjoy as Americans. 
 

• July 8, 2026, Wed - Sharing the Spirit of America - (#SharingTheSpiritOfAmerica) 

o This is a nationwide program initiated and sponsored by the Hawai‘i America250 Commission. 

o Just as the Declaration of Independence was read for the first time to the people in Philadelphia on 

July 8, 1776, now, 250-years later, Americans in all 50 States and 16 Territories of the United 

States will read the Declaration of Independence ‘together’ (based 6 pm (EDT) and your respective 

time zones). These readings will occur at State Capitols, City Halls, County and Municipal 

Buildings, Schools, Libraries, Community Centers, Parks, etc (including individual families 

sharing the words and vision of the Declaration of Independence in their own homes). The 

following is a link to information, scheduling, and other information, including a transcription of 

the Declaration of Independence: https://www.hawaiiamerica250.org/spiritofamerica.php 

https://www.hawaiiamerica250.org/spiritofamerica.php
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• September 27, 2026, Sunday – 21st Annual Joint Memorial Service (Punchbowl) 

o The 21st Joint Memorial Service held at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific at 

Punchbowl is presented by the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans (Club 100), 442nd Veterans Club, 

442nd Legacy Center, Sons and Daughters of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and Military 

Intelligence Service Veterans Hawaiʻi organizations. 

o The veterans participate in an annual memorial service for their fallen comrades, on the Sunday in 

September closest to the anniversary of the date that the first member of the 100th Infantry 

Battalion, Sgt. Shigeo “Joe” Takata, was killed in action (September 29, 1943). 
 

• December 7, 2026, Wed – Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade (Waikīkī) 

o 4:15 pm (HST) – Opening Ceremony (Fort DeRussy); 6 pm (HST) Parade begins (Kalākaua Ave) 

o December 7, 1941, “a date that will live in infamy” thrust the US into the 

2nd World War. Now, 85 years later, Americans and people from all over 

the world gather to pay tribute to those whose service and sacrifice preserved 

freedom and liberty at home and abroad. 

o A program of ‘Historic Programs,’ the Pearl Harbor Memorial Parade commemorates the 

anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
 

Some of the National America250 Programs  (https://america250.org) 
 

America’s Field Trip: A multi-year contest that invites students in grades 3-12 to submit artwork, videos, 

and essays, answering the question, “What does America mean to you?” for the chance to earn unique 

experiences at iconic American historical and cultural sites. 
 

America Gives: An effort focused on reinvigorating a year-round culture of service beyond 2026 – 

grounded in three key pillars: charitable giving, volunteering, and public service – which includes military 

service. 
 

America's Invitation: Your story is America’s story and Americans from all walks of life are sharing theirs 

in response to America’s Invitation. Your reflections on our past, present, and future are helping us create 

the most inclusive commemoration in history. 
 

America’s Performance: This powerful concert series will unite audiences through the rhythm, diversity, 

and soul of American music. From country to jazz, gospel to rock, each performance will inspire connection 

and pride—reminding us of the strength we find in shared experiences and the joy of live music. 
 

America Waves: An initiative designed to create moments for all Americans to come together with their 

communities, to wave their American flags, celebrate America’s 250th, and honor the contributions of those 

who brought us to where we are today. 
 

America Innovates: A traveling tech expo that will display America’s greatest innovations as well as our 

aspirations for the future, asking the next generation of creators what innovations they want to create that 

will be critical for the next 250 years. 
 

The Great American State Fair: In July 2026, Washington, D.C. will host a spectacular State Fair unlike 

any other. Every U.S. state and territory will bring its unique spirit, traditions, and pride to the capital, 

creating a dynamic celebration of our national heritage, innovation, and culture. It will be a vibrant showcase 

of the people and stories that make America extraordinary. 
 

Time Capsule: A collaboration between America250, Library of Congress, National Institute of Standards 

and Technology, and the National Park Service to collect items for a time capsule to be installed at 

Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia on July 4, 2026. 
 

July 4th 2026 Activations: A national celebration in Washington, DC and across the country on July 4, 

2026 in which we will partner with established groups who host legacy July 4th events as well as parade 

organizers at the state and local levels.  

https://america250.org/
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Two of Our Signature National Programs - Please Join Us (and Encourage Others to Join): 
 

• 2025-2026 – Flying the Flag - America250 Flags - Color Guard and Flag Poles (#FlyingTheFlag) 

o This is a nationwide program initiated and sponsored by the Hawai‘i America250 Commission. 

o This program encourages ROTC, JROTC, and other Color and Honor Guard units across the 

country to include the America250 flag alongside the 

US flag, to symbolize and acknowledge the ongoing 

commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the 

Declaration of Independence and the US.  

o Presenting the Colors (displays of the national, state, 

and other flags) is a long-standing tradition that has 

roots in the early days of the United States. It is a way 

of showing respect for the nation’s flag and 

symbolizing patriotism; it became a formalized 

tradition with the adoption of the flag as a symbol of 

national identity and unity. 

o The Commission arranged for availability of 

America250 flags for participating ROTC (colleges 

and universities) and JROTC (high schools) 

Color/Honor Guard units to have the America250 flags included at Color/Honor Guard 

presentations (at sporting events, school programs, parades, etc; this includes County/State 

departmental units (i.e. Police, Fire, etc), as well as flying on flag poles). Link to Order: 

https://www.usflags.com/products/america-250-flag-double-sided  
 

 

 

• July 8, 2026, Wednesday - Sharing the Spirit of America – (#SharingTheSpiritOfAmerica) 

o This is a nationwide program initiated and sponsored by the Hawai‘i America250 Commission. 

o Just as the Declaration of Independence was read for the first time to the people in Philadelphia on 

July 8, 1776, now, 250-years later, Americans in all 50 States and 16 Territories of the United 

States will read the Declaration of Independence ‘together’. These readings will occur at State 

Capitols, City Halls, County and Municipal Buildings, Schools, Libraries, Community Centers, 

Parks, etc (including individual families sharing the words and vision of the Declaration of 

Independence in their own homes). The following is a link to background information, scheduling 

(timing for those outside Hawai‘i), and other information, including a transcription of the 

Declaration of Independence: https://www.hawaiiamerica250.org/spiritofamerica.php 
 

For Information: Peter T. Young, Chair 

Hawai‘i America250 Commission 

Contact@HawaiiAmerica250.org 
 

Visit our Website - www.HawaiiAmerica250.org  

Find (and Follow) us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/HawaiiAmerica250  

Find (and Follow) us on Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/hawaiiamerica250  

(Please share this information with others.) 

https://www.usflags.com/products/america-250-flag-double-sided
https://www.hawaiiamerica250.org/spiritofamerica.php
mailto:Contact@HawaiiAmerica250.org
http://www.hawaiiamerica250.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HawaiiAmerica250
https://www.instagram.com/hawaiiamerica250

